
 

Crater Coloring Book
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   A shallow offshore area of the ancient  
   Gulf of Mexico eventually became the     
   land upon which downtown Wetumpka 
was built and through which today’s Coosa River 
flows. Our area also was the site of Alabama’s 
greatest natural disaster and the or “bull’s eye” of a 
great explosion caused by the impact of a huge 
object from outer space. 

During the “age of dinosaurs in Alabama,” (Late 
Cretaceous or about 85 million years ago) a meteor 
the size of a large college football stadium blasted 
2,000 feet deep into local bedrock and exploded 
under the shallow sea. At the time of impact, 
marine reptiles, fish, and turtles inhabited the sea, 
and dinosaurs lived on nearby lands. The meteor 
impact created a 2.6 billion-ton TNT explosion 
thousands of times larger than the largest atomic 
weapon ever developed, thus causing heavy 
damage and death, affecting both land and sea.  

The Wetumpka Impact Crater (4.7 miles in 
diameter) is the only confirmed impact crater in 
Alabama and one of only about 200 other 
recognized craters. Its age is based on fossils found 
in the youngest disturbed deposits in the crater and 
atomic age-dating of impact-affected crystals. The 
arc of hills east of the Coosa River and downtown 
Wetumpka are the eroded remains of the 
Wetumpka Impact Crater’s rim. 
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